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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

The Chair,  

Cabinet Colleagues,  

His Excellency the Secretary General of OIC,  

His Excellency the President of IAS,  

Members of Parliament,  

Excellencies,  

Distinguished Guests and Participants,  

Ladies and Gentlemen.  

Assalamu Alaikum and a very good morning to you all.  

I am privileged to be with you this morning at the 19th International Conference of the 

Islamic World Academy of Sciences on the theme "Achieving Socio-economic Development in the 

Islamic World through Science, Technology and Innovation". Allow me to warmly welcome all the 

participants to this congregation of scientists from all over the Muslim world.  

Distinguished audience,  

Bangladesh is proud to be an active member of the OIC and its subsidiary, specialized and 

affiliated institutions. Holding of this international conference in Bangladesh in cooperation with 

an OIC-affiliate body reminds me of the attachment that Father of the Nation Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had with the OIC.  

The historic participation of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in the Second Islamic 

Summit Conference in 1974 set the policy direction for Bangladesh towards widening its 

relationship with various institutions of the OIC.  

He gave us the inspiration to work together with all other Muslim countries so that we can 

prosper together on the basis of noble Islamic values of unity and fraternity. It is in this spirit 

that, through the years, scientists of Bangladesh have been committed members of IAS in 

implementing various programmes that have contributed immensely to sharing of information and 

knowledge, replication of best practices, and creation of a network of experts.  

I take this opportunity to express our gratitude to IAS for extending cooperation and 

assistance in the field of science and technology in Bangladesh.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

The quest for knowledge is one of the seminal elements in the Islamic code of belief. 

Indeed, the golden age of the Muslims was marked by excellence in the pursuit of pure and 

applied sciences.  

Contribution of Muslim scholars to the evolution of science and technology is immense. 

Astronomy, mathematics and every discipline of physical science, including medical science, have 

been built upon the innovations and theories propounded by our great Muslim scientists.  

For instance, Algebra was invented by the great Muslim mathematician Al-Khawarizmi. The 

great Al-Biruni opened a new horizon in Trigonometry. He has equally contributed to Geometry 

and Natural History, even Geology and Mineralogy.  



It is the Muslims who invented the symbol of zero. The most precise solar calendar, the 

Jilali, was devised under the supervision of Umar Khayyam. After the fall of Rome in 476, during 

the Dark Age in Europe, these were Muslim physicians who helped medical science grow for the 

human civilization. Ibn Sina, Al-Razi and Al Kindi were perhaps the greatest physicians that the 

world had seen until the modern era.  

We have a rich history for which we all can be proud of. Our past generations have done 

their part well and it is now our job to build further on their achievements.  

Scientific and technological advancement and socio-economic development are 

intertwined. Scientific and technological advancements have been the prime movers for 

development of the industrialized countries.  

In the contemporary world, science has been assuming increasing importance in a 

technology-driven world. Huge majority of member states of OIC have to face daunting 

challenges in the economic and environmental areas.  

Backwardness of Muslim countries in the areas of science and technology is one of the 

factors that aggravate our difficulties. Utilization of science and technology and innovation can 

help greatly in addressing challenges like food, water and energy insecurity.  

Use of science and technology can also help realize the goal of growth and prosperity. 

Cooperation of Muslim countries in this area will be extremely useful.  

In this spirit, Bangladesh has been hosting the Islamic University of Technology (IUT), a 

subsidiary organ of OIC that is contributing to human resource development of the member 

states. It is important that member states support and fully utilize its potentials.  

As part of its ‘Vision 2021', my government aims to establish a knowledge-based and 

technology-dependent Digital Bangladesh by the year 2021 when Bangladesh will celebrate the 

Golden Jubilee of her independence.  

Information and communication technology can indeed offer unprecedented gains not only 

in terms of saving cost but also in achieving faster, safer and more transparent methods of 

management.  

Experience-sharing among the Muslim countries as well as undertaking projects towards 

capacity building in ICT may be a useful stepping stone in the right direction.  

I am also pleased to know that IAS has managed to raise the profile of science in the OIC 

member countries and has become a propagandist for science and technology in political circles 

within.  

I am also pleased to learn that IAS has become a house of expertise on matters related to 

higher education, natural resources development including water and energy as well as the 

environment at the level of the OIC, especially within the academia.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I firmly believe that the meetings and interactions that participants will have during the 

next four days will contribute not only to further enrichment of their knowledge and expertise but 

also in fostering a friendly and enduring relationship of the foreign participants with Bangladesh 

as a country and as a people.  

We hope that such an enhanced relationship will give them a stronger reason to visit 

Bangladesh again in the future for business or pleasure.  

I wish the conference all success. I thank you all.  

Khoda Hafez  

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever.  


